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We have been talking about Vasubandhu’s argument against the existence of a self in his
Abhidharmakosabhasya IX as an argument ad ignorantiam, an argument which derives
the non-existence of some entity from a lack of evidence for it, or, in other words, from
its non-apprehension. Given how intuitive it is to at least seriously doubt the existence of
something when it is not apprehended, it is not surprising that arguments to that effect
left their traces in Indian philosophy already at a relatively early date.?

Kellner Birgit Al John Taber 52 fyi2 e V5m 0 7 SEF-HAENE 2 vl Agi ez ny = > A
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Here we see not only the formulation of a general principle, that non-existence is known
throughnon-apprehension by a pramana (or by pramanas), but also an awareness that an
argument from ignorance must be qualified, if probative: to show that sound is absent
one not only has to point to its non-apprehension, but also demonstrate that this
non-apprehension is not caused by obstructions......
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% Kellner, Birgit, and John Taber (2014) "Studies in Yogacara-Vijfianavada idealism I: The interpretation of
Vasubandhu's Vimsika." Asiatische Studien-Etudes Asiatiques 68.3. P.727.
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...... What we have detected in the Abhidharmakosabhdasya is, on the other hand, not a
simple inference, but rather a more involved procedure along the following lines: the
apprehension of an entity by means of all sorts of pramanas is considered one by one;
each pramana fails to prove the entity in question, and hence it can be regarded as
non-existent. Although this procedure is hardly made explicit, its elements are there. Our
point, for now, is that Vasubandhu is certainly not the only, nor the first, Indian
philosopher to consider the non-apprehension of a type of object as grounds for denying
its existence; nevertheless, philosophers at his time had not yet thematized this kind of
argument in the context of their theories of inference, or in their theories of pramanas
more generally.?

SCEER  AEEIERVESEREE T > TR’ (pramana) & —{EHFEEY LR AHYEE
5, AT R E RO B B ) 7 A RESL . SRR B S s ar YY) - HE%
AT IEESEA ) VRS - TARE] WEYRIREE. B, E=ny [ W] . o
PAMEREF B 5 (e B2 [ofvat R ] BB, (EALams i THTER | R
e B AEAE A A W] DA O o

FEEE > FER BN EERIDS TR AR o RIS » Bk rﬂ%ﬁ
bR AUAEHE > A —E 2R TANE ) AR S > AR R —(E5E
MY T8 AURES > s TR Ay TRERIATAT ) AR (R EEET) E’JF’n
At - EER ISR RS NS A & RE - 2% B0 ﬁE
sl - A RESIHUS AL )T - FE—ERVRRRE L o BT T ARG, AYES KBZ FEHL
HEMRAVILETLUIE - A R DL iR /Y50 IREMAYESSs - S8 AR i8l
FIFIMERFRMIHISMNE - SR T Eask , AV ESR - Fral [ R B2 T ILRCE S E DL
EHRERL S » MR — TR - | TRRIT T A B = SRR E LR
fEml > BE B 5 FEERILE %DDJ:F HET ) ORISR 5 ettt ERyfE s -
R T7 ERHIILES - B L T iash ) MIRHIBHEE 55 =fEAIZ L | RVREH] - BIEETTH
TJ‘“EI’EZ% B THES T E %) TR o AEREIERE AT BRI
AT > (EHEAEMEE 7 R BB 1R HHERAY -

FA AL W E 3 e R R R L B R
S RHEAZ- P F o APPRRE S EREBY AL o

26

EHRAERE T ROTHY TGS Bt o T T ADERERTILERY) - R MR ARG -

2 3% 23, pp. 728-729.
2 RRIFE (2002) © (REFERRRZE) o Fig:E TR 0. B 170-171,
% (MEsh ) & — o CBETA » T31 > n0.1590 » p76 » blS.

9



R A NGS - B TR B EEEMS o EEREE DAy T, - AR
REEAE S HIILE > ARAAGEE T 2 T BRSO ) makavfEs - fhe > Nt
B ELGE —FRUTR > TR A5 E0 B ENI S L Mk - 18 TE
FERT ) HIBREARE - IR ARVIERZ SR =R s h = RE bR R -

feLl ERVESERIT S - Fa el R URAN R - S A e miaien = 81y - i 23k
FEEN(EPER o S (EmEE - A RESE L (ERR R - USRSy 3
HESGAERE ", BHEmay~ a8 - B4 sesemaE " il BT B
Wt (AR SR Y 135 - BIE - T MESRAEST o 1ATE AT BERI/ATA ) SRR 2 -
FERTER T AT ERY GG T > R R AT A T PR 2 - SR EAES %E’]
YR s - PIAOREEE T — 0 B8 T F ) REREEE TG BE T A S

AT 7 WA e 5 A S B e B - A4S am o R AR ooy s =U0GEmas T 852
RIS > gER "R, 2g L)ﬁlﬂ@fiﬁ@f FrRERAERZ T > SR
ZAN o WY TS ) AR - EALSER TSR > R T EE A4S S e
e ) FEZMET T %ﬂﬁtnﬂ%kk—*iafjf% WS " BAERR T ) ERZRERARIL - St
ﬁhuﬁ rx ‘3\“15"}3 pél‘\‘aJ

/g HEEERrER U

(=) ¥ "5, ERIARE
iE—ETEERIAE (MR tam ) R PRAAIEET L - RN T &EEl B T NERY
EiE o R CTRRTE R

b (Es%) (AKB) @ » M (Vasubandhu) » F &% 10 - 58 Fﬁﬁ%vﬁﬁﬂ?m
Lo B ERE G ALBOR AR AR B 2 A P@Umgﬂ
Foaw o Fla DA R P[RS ]2 (citta) > f5d i 74e ﬁ?m[/ﬁrﬁi]
WA ¥ - BRAEL ‘&[1 A Ae o gt Fen i Flp ARG ¢ §F 4
(smyti-bija ) » 4 HA T 5 d RA R e
- B AR A4 e e

fr%im/;ﬁ }hg]—lmij y T

R (R Tam) o (EIRE B IR E L E B RIS R E P ARG -

7 ESEET (2012)  ( RERVDETT E RIS S ) (MERTTZL) 8 - BN ¢ OB EE AR - B 207 -
% (MEsh—15h) & — o CBETA » T31 > n0.1590 » p76 > bl6-19.

10



R RAIRE] TN ) AEEE THE ) R N RBLARIALAIRAV RGN S - AR
s T NS ) B AR RERTEE T R EE ERAA A o B EFR
FHMOLART > NILEERAIEE - AR "HRE ) M "tEE ) 5 - 5 > 2
AR R B EIREY ¢ B MIERE - AR 7

AR > DL R R A E MK - B e RAEEERHIILS - NAKER
AR R AN ) BEIRRE i IR ) AEHL - R RIRNEEAERY o JRCERT R

- 7 - B BRI REEMLE o HERSA T R R D@ A

A% & (paramartha) * 3 3 > A5 g (skandha-s) v ke (ayatana-s) 2

Rt ko (dhatu-s )o & % (dhatu-s) £ F) % g 48 o7

RN E S HVE L - BERISCHHIIGHY « Ml R B R TR —(E EAERI MR
Ry TUsREEZERY T FTéR o Ll T2 Ryl o sRB T AORARAL - ARIEEIRINER > 52
7550 AR RIRE 220 B B EIEE - e - SEAFTRBIEER - "EHR AT
o TR RESITHEE > A —EEBA —(EEERVIMNE - BT - £ RIS A8
sEs/\ak (PrIdahRER ) aimeiE T - NGRPGERRTT -« WHERIRRYE - A
SEHEHIHE - AR REar A T 5 T IR G T 1R BRE - BAR
FPAyamE (R ERE a5 s (5 GREERTT ) maEEMas RyiEE " 55
BN BIMERN NEBFENER (K50 o JUENERTER :

L2
|

by

v

#33

7R A

b o

‘_\4\

Gl
&

hEg ks R B kel A o o e R g
Fa 0 ciggp o

—_—

me 5

oy

s
. m"}, 7R
ENARTEEIE TSR E (S0 JmAVER - HEM A T4 HAMRTEFA
oo MNEE—TE TEME > RATHEEEEEEEN » AERNEU—EIMERERSI
5= B T Bt BVEAE - [BIFEIEE - S SRS - R (MR ) e
PREL T 4SBT TAR ) B T, AVEVL - HUSESETERS A —E TAMNE ) EBILEMS
MY L5 AR R B AR I THR O N Y - B (E R E RIS — KA o I
st e (B S MERTR DR MR E E  MESGEAE T ARG AYEmEL L TR S E TR
AIFE RSy T P AERYATAE -

(Z) &8k "EE ) ERMRRE

2 ¥ 27. H 208 -
0 EE27. H211.
o(MEER—+3R) #%H— © CBETA > T31 > n0.1590 » p76 » ¢9-11 «
2 OEME (1997) o (RS R HATER ) o Sdbr it H 20 -

11



SE—BRERTEL - MESRA K TR T B ) HEE BRI E TR EE
HERIT B NSRBI -

(RIERCGEm) - MBLTREEHN "EY ) AvETw

SR RS P ST T TR S T
EERDE - BT Ty CEYE) ARERGE (1Th) WIRAERTE » H2 Al Rl
HEAREAY EHAS » EREENRAZA O - IR T RERA —AVEES - LR (MR
i) SRR

LAY b ST % o
”Lri;*a\’ﬁ B, 3 f‘}j& I I (BEZS)

(Hliae ) (E15 St WA HEH] T a3 L (EAEFRIEER T - A SRR

RS AR R HIEEEE  fE S > i > R EE > BIRER - IARR? | B —
{EEEEED TR R — » REREAVHEH] - MENARTEL A R (picEam) & 2 —

BB R > BEE 7 B AFFE T3 (B OHE - (FRZERFTRE - BE—
JRACR R T A/ R o SiREIERRES - RS (AR A N HIARAY - L
BEME - EER LR (R T5w) ~REEEERN " tuLa = | SRS
RIERA — sy e i — D8RIt TEERY T =8 B 2t T WL B
Ayl e > AEERSD -

H~  BEEWmE TERG ) B8
(MR ) o MR R B E A E R

FHFE oI PARFERLN > B EA > 2 d MBS TG d > REF F o Td
EA B -l g  RaEiK pa ol 28

EE (AR - BIEWRSMEeE > Algm - FHCHET » eF/MEGSTEE

(KZ) > el 2 S aINR - BIFrA B SR P 831y - RS EE - 2
AORE ? NIt > EEMENE R ARSI T —E "B, ARRE > R —(EfmEEEE
HIRTRE - E0E ~ RUEE AR IRE » RAMA T2 - BT KEGEEIE - TR T8, 1Y
%tim (Pluralism)

B (kFEpkEEs) % —. CBETA » T31 » 10.1609, p783, c3-4 °
#(MESTAE) % - CBETA » T31 ° 10.1590 » p75 » b2-3.
 EINE (2002) » (MESRERZEIE ) #7070 IERIHARTE o B 186
(e T +5h) % o CBETA > T31 > n0.1590 > p76 » c14-18.

12



e NN p R AR RER IR S R TR SRR e
AN AL > E AR 2 d g T

FEIERRS SO a] R R S AAHAERY T8, ATRAE Rkl B85 > NG s E T 2B
1Y > HAZLUOMNER G UEE - IR T M, ~ T AN - AR TRE EAEE
Ok - BRI HIHIERFAE - AR (R amas 1 ey 15 o il A peshiehd 17 %8
e o HVESE > HAMHRRARA R DU AR - BEOVE (MFFD - 2B T HES
FHRAGER T HERER ) BNAER T AR FAGE T BRE (4w ZIME
AR (Aeam)y & " HMHEALHES > MARSTTRE L B - I - HERERY
SUEBN TS A - ARVEBIIMOMATEE »

FHE LRy R 2/ DS (HER 15w ) oA AR R HEm A E B - TEA 5
—Ig AT DUERE » oo > BRI S " 2SR = - BhH T T MER AVESR - (H2
SLEMHENS - A EER " MAHE ) BIFEE ? SRR ER MAHEREE - MARSEAYER
AEAE ARG T EkON o SRESG R TG - ERAE TERON ) FIMAHST - BIAE
TEEER L BHA T MMERRRVEAIIGHER -

st S - " ERN T EA RSN E - B AA T R D
T TRA— AR ) 7 o HEBURHY T2 R TERMES - MIENIE o A
ARIE - fERAKER ST - R EEE - SRS EBYHEE
{EERATHEE AN RS © e MEaR i > WIS RARM - HEAEE - NREIFMAY - 1
WEHRLL T2 Ryl - SREIEIRSNE - BSARERLIR ~ IFERIIER] > SRANFLS R AHRK
WML - 8 Ry > DA Rl - R A TEIRERY - DN Rl i 3k = PP al A KGR RS it 7%
o HEAERE LA DL B T E ) tem A S AR R ) (RS EE T Tk
s NS E R -

R - BATEE T LB RO 2 ) TR —TEA LR ) RETIHY ANREAR RESRIE
fitCs » BAZR > MLOEIIFAE - B —(EHETAY A - B/ N BMERREL S [FERYILY - #51
Ro o MR Ry T BRI (E R - S8 S RE AR R ERIRE & - AL T RIS AIE |

EEER NS IO TR T U ORI R MO ) Z NERAE E RS EIL -
LR 1 " G ) RO ml2 o SRMEA R - O ERZ A BB ARIE ?
BEHRGE T ] UG E—(E&EEmE MBI AR E — [ 352t ) Ik " —Jtam
DRI R A L S (B2 Y SR R - BV Sk RN > sl Aol
OB RIS 2B EN  HEANZAG TR AR " ek i1 § o
HATEERRES LB E T flt ) HAVEE -

7 (g% F5) % — o CBETA » T31 > n0.1590 » p76 » ¢19-21.
® [EEr. B 165 ¢
* IEAHEEO 531 °

13



: &hne——IEEIL Z [
iE—E FEE AL (ME 15w ) TPHYEREETRES - DU B A A ROBUE Ak
DHIFTH TR — V1AL ~ 4&EE ) - SMNEE —IREVE iR

f/P

FHATEEY NG > FAMTE R 7 T WEEE ) AR EBGRE > B et B3 — V)AL
EEPERESRAY TN ) MR - A HER AR T AN ) BURRERAEEE S EARAEEA RT R
I 0 HHEE o TAME ) BRAAAR AL > ANBRREY R IR RAEAE AN o i DAMERS £ R E EhRk
I e EFHEE - DR > SERT O TR - B EHEAEREE
NREE T B Esm e G - WA RINEAFAE > R amaa NS DU 72
FAE > B0 TOME ) #YERSS > bR RSV RS o B A A EE R MRS o RIE T
Bt H CHY BRI - SEmet MR T 2 sk =0 ERAEE
K BRI T ? FER R AT LI StV ER L DU A EEHIARRE ) (best explanaition)
WA FIYREEACE 5

WERGE Skt ) FYARECE - (MR 15w ) (FER— A srEai et R em B IR A=
NELERY B AL BRI —ESe BEAHESAS & » TE RS E ey A &2 - (B A
OEMESILGRE SR T A ) o BN EERAVEETL - RISt A A (M=
TR ARSI - B (MERR TR ) B A M OB 2 RSO > R TR
TMESRAESL | HUASREE TRRF T

WA T i EAARRE | AVRRREARE RIS - IO iR ) AR e e
— EMFERE AT - 40 Kellner Birgit 1 John Taber Fi#g HAYE5E » fifR2 RisflimiE s
TE MRS > @8 T ITeEEA ) BRI R THRAEEREAS - fetRiE
FIfERE -

It would seem that the argumentum ad ignorantiam is a reasonable argument where it
functions as a strong abductive argument, i.e., an “argument to the best explanation™:
under certain circumstances, the non-existence of something provides the best
explanation why there is no evidence for it. In that case, one may be allowed to presume,
though not assert, that it does not exist. In such circumstances, one could maintain that
the fact that there is no evidence for P is evidence that not-P. Scientists often refer to

. . . 41
such absence of evidence as “negative evidence.”
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